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GPPSD Choirs’ awarded at Provincial Choral Festival   

 
GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – The Board of Trustees would like to congratulate the Choir students 
from Swanavon, Derek Taylor and the Composite High School for their success at the 2016 
Alberta Music Festival Association (AMFA) Provincial Choral Festival that took place in the first 
week of May.   
 
Terra Shewchuk directed the Swanavon Elementary Montessori Voices to a first place in the 
School Choral – Grades One to Three category and were awarded the Lee Brodeur Memorial 
Scholarship for $250. The Choir competed against nine others and the adjudicator shared that 
he was impressed by the lovely sound and a great job the choir did with the challenging music.  
 
Genna Putt was the Choir Director for both the Derek Taylor Junior High Choir and the 
Composite High School Choir. Adjudicator, Joel Tranquilla, provided outstanding positive 
feedback to the Derek Taylor students and awarded them a distinction standing for having a 
mark higher than 84. The Composite High School Choir competed against 13 different groups 
and was also awarded a standing of distinction.    
 
“The Grande Prairie Public School District has always had a strong and proud history of music 
education; something we are strongly committed to continuing,” said John Lehners, Board Chair 
for the Grande Prairie Public School District. “As a result of this, our District students are often 
recipients of accolades due to their high quality performances. This year is no different.”  
 
At the beginning of April, the Choirs compete in the local music festival alongside other groups 
in the Grande Prairie and surrounding areas. The adjudicator for the local festival has the 
opportunity to invite one Choir from each age category to perform at the provincial festival. The 
Derek Taylor Junior High Choir and Composite Choir are part of the music options offered by 
the District Music Program.  
 
“I picked very challenging music for our festival performances, and I am very proud of both 
Choirs’ for being so passionate, rising to the challenge, and doing extremely well,” said Genna 
Putt, Choir Director for the Derek Taylor and Composite Choirs’ and District Music Teacher. “It 
is moments like these that make me realize the importance of music. The hard work and 
passion that the students portray is the true reason of why I love being a music teacher."    
 
The Board of Trustees also received a letter from Wendy Durieux, Provincial Administrator for 
the Alberta Music Festival congratulating the groups and thanking the District for their dedication 
in providing curriculum involving the Arts to the youth of Alberta.  
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“We want to congratulate all those students and staff who commit long hours of practice and 
quality to showcase their wonderful talents; especially those that have proven that their 
excellence is worthy of provincial recognition,” said Lehners.   
 
For pictures and videos of the performances, visit the GPPSD blog at 
www.gppsd.ab.ca/about/blog and follow @GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter.  
 
About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School 
District is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of 
over 8,000 students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of 
Preschool, French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and 
International Baccalaureate programs catered to the students and parents of the Grande Prairie 
community. Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves 
students from Preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment 
where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and 
follow @GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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